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the date the last change in permit own-
ership was approved, and retain their 
exemption from the owner-on-board re-
quirements. Additionally, a person, 
partnership, or corporation that quali-
fied for the owner-on-board exemption, 
but later divested their interest in a 
permit or permits, may retain rights to 
an owner-on-board exemption as long 
as that person, partnership, or corpora-
tion purchases another permit by 
March 2, 2007. A person, partnership or 
corporation could only purchase a per-
mit if it has not added or changed indi-
viduals since November 1, 2000, exclud-
ing individuals that have left the part-
nership or corporation, or that have 
died. 

(ii) The person who owns or who has 
ownership interest in a sablefish-en-
dorsed limited entry permit is pre-
vented from being on board a fishing 
vessel because the person died, is ill, or 
is injured. The person requesting the 
exemption must send a letter to NMFS 
requesting an exemption from the 
owner-on-board requirements, with ap-
propriate evidence as described at 
paragraph (b)(4)(ii)(A) or (B) of this 
section. All emergency exemptions for 
death, injury, or illness will be evalu-
ated by NMFS and a decision will be 
made in writing to the permit owner 
within 60 calendar days of receipt of 
the original exemption request. 

(A) Evidence of death of the permit 
owner shall be provided to NMFS in 
the form of a copy of a death certifi-
cate. In the interim before the estate is 
settled, if the deceased permit owner 
was subject to the owner-on-board re-
quirements, the estate of the deceased 
permit owner may send a letter to 
NMFS with a copy of the death certifi-
cate, requesting an exemption from the 
owner-on-board requirements. An ex-
emption due to death of the permit 
owner will be effective only until such 
time that the estate of the deceased 
permit owner has registered the de-
ceased permit owner’s permit to a ben-
eficiary or up to three years after the 
date of death as proven by a death cer-
tificate, whichever is earlier. An ex-
emption from the owner-on-board re-
quirements will be conveyed in a letter 
from NMFS to the estate of the permit 
owner and is required to be on the ves-
sel during fishing operations. 

(B) Evidence of illness or injury that 
prevents the permit owner from par-
ticipating in the fishery shall be pro-
vided to NMFS in the form of a letter 
from a certified medical practitioner. 
This letter must detail the relevant 
medical conditions of the permit owner 
and how those conditions prevent the 
permit owner from being onboard a 
fishing vessel during the primary sea-
son. An exemption due to injury or ill-
ness will be effective only for the fish-
ing year of the request for exemption, 
and will not be granted for more than 
three consecutive or total years. NMFS 
will consider any exemption granted 
for less than 12 months in a year to 
count as one year against the 3-year 
cap. In order to extend an emergency 
medical exemption for a succeeding 
year, the permit owner must submit a 
new request and provide documenta-
tion from a certified medical practi-
tioner detailing why the permit owner 
is still unable to be onboard a fishing 
vessel. An emergency exemption will 
be conveyed in a letter from NMFS to 
the permit owner and is required to be 
on the vessel during fishing operations. 
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§ 660.232 Limited entry daily trip limit 
(DTL) fishery for sablefish. 

(a) Limited entry DTL fisheries both 
north and south of 36° N. lat.—(1) Before 
the start of the sablefish primary sea-
son, all sablefish landings made by a 
vessel authorized by § 660.231(a) to fish 
in the sablefish primary season will be 
subject to the restrictions and limits of 
the limited entry daily and/or weekly 
trip limit (DTL) fishery for sablefish 
specified in this section and which is 
governed by routine management 
measures imposed under § 660.60(c). 

(2) Following the start of the primary 
season, all landings made by a vessel 
authorized by § 660.231(a) to fish in the 
primary season will count against the 
primary season cumulative limit(s) as-
sociated with the permit(s) registered 
for use with that vessel. A vessel that 
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is eligible to fish in the sablefish pri-
mary season may fish in the DTL fish-
ery for sablefish once that vessels’ pri-
mary season sablefish limit(s) have 
been taken, or after the close of the 
primary season, whichever occurs ear-
lier. A vessel’s primary season cumu-
lative limit(s) are considered to be 
taken when the total amount remain-
ing is less than the daily trip limit for 
sablefish north of 36° N. lat., if one is 
specified, in Table 2 (North) and Table 
2 (South) to this subpart. If no daily 
limit is specified, the primary season 
cumulative limit(s) are considered to 
be taken when the total amount re-
maining is less than 300 pounds. Any 
subsequent sablefish landings by that 
vessel will be subject to the restric-
tions and limits of the limited entry 
DTL fishery for sablefish for the re-
mainder of the fishing year. 

(3) No vessel may land sablefish 
against both its primary season cumu-
lative sablefish limits and against the 
DTL fishery limits within the same 24 
hour period of 0001 hours local time to 
2400 hours local time. 

(4) Vessels registered for use with a 
limited entry, fixed gear permit that 
does not have a sablefish endorsement 
may fish in the limited entry, DTL 
fishery for as long as that fishery is 
open during the fishing year, subject to 
routine management measures imposed 
under § 660.60(c), Subpart C. DTL limits 
for the limited entry fishery north and 
south of 36° N. lat. are provided in Ta-
bles 2 (North) and 2 (South) of this sub-
part. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[75 FR 60897, Oct. 1, 2010, as amended at 76 FR 
27550, May 11, 2011; 76 FR 53839, Aug. 30, 2011; 
78 FR 635, Jan. 3, 2013] 
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